
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Gathered 1635 

Walton Place 

Stamford, Connecticut  06901 

Member of the United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 
 

Today   Easter Sunday 

 

 6:30 a.m.  Easter Sunrise Service at Cummings Beach  

 8:30 a.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 9:45 a.m.  Clason Group 

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary   

 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 
 
  

Monday   Easter Monday 

    Church building and office closed  
  

  

Tuesday  

 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study – West Parlor 

 7:00 p.m.  Rainbow Café 
  

 

Wednesday   

 12:00 noon  Sanctuary Open for prayer and reflection (until 2:00 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m.  Council 

   
 

Thursday 

 10:00 a.m.  Thrift Shop 
     

Saturday 

 1:00 p.m.  Dining Room reserved (until 5 p.m.) 
    

Next Sunday  Second Sunday of Easter 

    Volunteers cook for New Covenant House 

 8:30 a.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary 

 12:00 noon  Young Adult Discussion—West Parlor 
 12:00 noon  Music Ministry   

 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 
 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Dining Room 

Overeaters Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Room 309 

  

The church building and office are open weekdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

 

Church Directory 

Ministers—All the people 

 Interim Senior Pastor—Rev. Susan Gibson 

Organist and Choir Director—Timothy Wallace 
Administrative Assistant—Peggy Kittle 

Sexton—Flor Beltran 

Phone:  203 323-0200; Fax:  203 348-2270 

Website:  www.fccstamford.org 

Email:  fccstamford@gmail.com 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
      Ode to Joy, He Qi, China 

http://www.fccstamford.org/


 

EASTER SUNDAY 

March 31, 2013 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

 *All who are able, please stand. 

Please turn off cell phones. 
 

~ 
 

PRELUDE    

Fantasia in G major Johann Sebastian Bach 

     

WELCOME   

 

RINGING OF THE HOUR 

  

INTROIT       Chancel Choir  

Rejoice, for This is the Day 

Words:  Psalm 118:24;  Music:  Timothy Alexandre Wallace   
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

The tomb is empty!   

Christ Is Risen!   

The soldiers have returned home.  

Christ Is Risen!   

The anger of the crowds is gone.  

Christ Is Risen!   

The time of grieving has ended.  

Christ Is Risen!   

Violence, fear, and death have disappeared!   

Christ Is Risen!   

Come, let us go to the house of the Lord!   

Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen Indeed! 
 
 

* HYMN      

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today    Chalice #216 

 
REENTRY OF THE CHRIST CANDLE   Bauerle Family 
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"Not only is another world possible, she is on her way. On a quiet 

day, I can hear her breathing."     
     Arundhati Roy, 21st century 
 

 
 

 

 

FCC Visioning 

"'For surely I know the plans I have for you,' says the 

LORD, 'plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.'" - Jeremiah 29:11  

FCC’s visioning team (Lisa Bauerle, Rev. Gibson, Rob Godzeno, 

Kathie Laug, Anne Mochulsky and Pam Shadford) is seeking input 

from the congregation.  This week’s discussion question is:  

 

If you weren’t attending service on Sunday, how would you be 

spending that time? What are your other outside interests?   
 

If you would like to respond to this question or you have other thoughts 

to share with the team, please feel free to email them via Rob Godzeno 

(rmgodzeno@gmail.com), or you can reach out to any of them by 

phone or in person.  Also, look for the new comment box on the 

visioning bulletin board during coffee hour on Sunday mornings.   

 

Save the date:  Please join us at the Congregational Meeting after 

worship on Sunday, May 4 for an interactive workshop in which we 

will explore FCC’s history.  We’ll serve a special lunch catered by 

Vinny’s Backyard in Springdale, and you’ll have a rare opportunity 

to peruse copies of historic documents going back as far as the 

1700s! 
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      LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

We welcome Children to our worship!  Children’s bulletins and pencils available; if 

you prefer, childcare for infants – 5 year-olds available during worship in the upstairs 

nursery with caregivers, Elfriede Mallin and Julia Simpson.  An usher can direct you.  

Church school classes for ages 3 thru 12 years old begin after Passing of the Peace – 

visitors welcome. 

 

Interested in learning more about First Congregational Church? 

Talk to Rev. Susan or Joe Belisle, Senior Deacon. 

 

Young Adult Discussion Group: Want to get to know young adults in Stamford?  

Please join us for our first monthly discussion group meeting. 

 

•         What:   A discussion group for young adults to share experiences   

    while relating faith to our daily lives. 

 

•         Who:   Young adults (20’s and 30’s–“ish”)  

    (newcomers to FCC and Stamford are especially welcome). 

 

•         When:  Sunday April 27th at 12 p.m. 

 

•         Where:  West Parlor (next to coffee hour). 

 
Future meetings will be held monthly on the third Sunday of each month at locations 

around Stamford.  To stay up to date on meeting times and locations, check back here 

regularly, or email rmgodzeno@gmail.com to be added to our email list. 

 

The Clason Group Now Meeting Sunday at 9:45 a.m.  2014 brings a new focus for the 

Clason Group, our no-commitment and all-ideas-welcome "sunday school class." 

Through the first part of 2014, we will be exploring together "Why we Church." We all 

have siblings, parents, children or spouses that think churching every Sunday is good 

thing, and we all have family and friends that think it is a waste of their time. Whichever 

side you fall on, you are welcome to come and share your understanding of why we 

church, or to listen to what others might have to say. Through the spring, the Clason 

Group will convene upstairs in room 309 on the first and third Sunday of each month, 

at 9:45 a.m.  Next meeting is Sunday, May 4. 

 

Rainbow Cafe, A youth group for Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgendered Youth, will 

meet at the church Tuesday, April 22, 7:00 p. m.  Check out our Facebook page for the 

latest information (Rainbow Cafe Stamford) or contact Joe Belisle.  All are welcome.   

 
Want to be informed of the latest goings on at First Congregational?  Please, email 

fccstamford@gmail.com to join our church mailing list.  Also, we do have an e-mail 

prayer chain.  If you’d like to join this, please email us and request to be added to this list.   

 

Keep us informed!  If you are hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know.  

We would like to include you in our prayers and visit. 
 
 

Visit our Church Library, located across from the Parlor. 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Almighty God, we confess that we hear the Good News but do not 

always receive it. We say we believe it but struggle to live it out. We look 

for signs of eternal life around us but fail to trust in the new life given to 

us now. Forgive us for our short-sightedness and narrow way of 

understanding. Open our hearts and minds to receive the Good News of 

Jesus Christ in our daily lives, that we might live eternally. In the name 

of our Savior we pray. Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE 

Halle-Halle-Halleluja   Chalice #41 

 Halle Halle Halleluja 
 Halle Halle Halleluja 

 Halle Halle Halleluja 
       Halleluja Halleluja 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 
A WORD FOR GOD’S CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 

 

ANTHEM 
Look There Upon That Hill 

Music:  Vincenzo Bellini, transcribed by Franz Liszt 

Words:  Timothy Alexandre Wallace 

 

Look there upon that hill far away, where Christ was crucified. 
That's where he died for you and me. Look there upon Calvary. 

Christ has died so we may be forgiven. What wondrous love is this that he 

gave his life for to save us guilty sinners. We should fall on our knees and 
praise his name forever more, praise his name, Christ the King! 

 
Look there upon that hill so distant, that's where our Christ died 

for you and me. The hill called Calvary, where Christ was crucified; 

what wondrous love is this that he gave his life for us. Fall on your knees 
and pray, for Christ has died for us. Sing praises to his name, for he died 

to save us all from sin. 
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Upon that hill Christ died for sinners, and then he rose from death to live 

again, amen! Praise god, Christ lives again, sing alleluia. Christ lives, 
alleluia! Glory alleluia, praise to God! What wondrous love is this that he 

should save us all. Sing praises to his name, O sing glory alleluia to the 
Christ our King. The Christ Redeemer has shown the way to new life. 

What wondrous love is this that he would love us so much, praise God. 

Alleluia, sing amen. Amen! 

 

SCRIPTURE      Jose Padilla, Amalia Garzon 

Colossians 3;1-11     New Testament, p.201 

Matthew 28:1-11      New Testament pp.33,34 

 

SERMON     Rev. Susan Gibson 

 

*HYMN 

Thine is the Glory   Chalice #218 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE 
My Faith Looks Up to Thee( vs.1)                                            Chalice # 576 

 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away; 

oh, let me from this day be wholly Thine. 
 

INVITATION TO SHARE OFFERINGS  

 
OFFERTORY      Chancel Choir 

The Day of Resurrection! 
Words:  John of Damascus (8th century) 

Music:  Timothy Alexandre Wallace 

  

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from sin's dominion free, 

our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 
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  *DOXOLOGY      Chalice #46 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 

*HYMN 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  Chalice #233 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION  
God, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing(v.2) Chalice #439  
 

Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel’s joyful sound 

May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound 

Ever faithful, ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 

 
POSTLUDE 
Improvisation 
Timothy Wallace, piano; R.J. Avallone, trumpet; Joe Forte, percussion 
     

~ 
 

We welcome Arlene Adler (soprano), RJ Avallone (trumpet),  

Joe Forte (tympani), Britney Simone, (mezzo-soprano), 

Patrick Simone(bass-baritone) to our choir today.  

~ 

 

Special thanks to Jen, Rob, and Bob Godzeno for their generous donation  

to cover the cost of our guest musicians for Easter  

in memory of Jeanne Clarke Godzeno. 

~ 

 
 

Join us for Easter Tea in the Parlor, following worship. 

Our Hospitality Chair, Lynne Koellner, facilitates this tea  

hosted by members and friends of First Congregational Church. 
 

~ 
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