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WORSHIP IN THE CHAPEL10:30 A.M. 
 

August 3 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Holy Communion, Deacons Fund,  

  Deacons Fund Offering 
   

August 10 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost   

          

August 17 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

              

August 24  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

August 31 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
   

******************************* 

 

FROM THE INTERIM PASTORS DESK 
 

AUGUST 2014 
 

I write this on July 29, 2014.  I leave for a study week 

and two weeks’ vacation on August 11
th
, so next week, I 

will write the article for the September newsletter.  This 

summer, I had plans that revolved around long relaxing 

bike rides and lazy afternoons reading by the sea.   I have 

yet to take the time to do anything more than a brief bike 

ride and a stolen hour or two of reading on my patio.   

Where did the summer go?   I don’t have near enough 

time. 

 

Most of us know the commandment to remember the 

Sabbath, but I wonder if we know or remember Jesus’ 

words in Mark, “The Sabbath was made for man, not 

man for the Sabbath.”  Sabbath is a gift for us.  And a gift 

that I think we often do not receive gracefully.   

 

I recently posted a Harvard Business Review article on 

our Facebook page about the tendency of folks in our 

culture to brag about how busy we are.  The article 

attributed this bragging to our undisciplined pursuit of 

more, and our equating busy with successful and 

important.  The author offered an antidote to this 

business in the disciplined pursuit of less, and 

encouraged folks to identify what is essential in their 

lives and eliminate everything else.  In this assessment 

though, time is still something to be managed and 

allotted.  Time is still scarce.   

 

  
I think the Sabbath actually offers a more true antidote.  

The Sabbath is a gift, not something to be allotted and 

managed.  The Sabbath says that there is more than 

enough, and perhaps most importantly that each one of 

us is more than enough. Sabbath invites us to rest in the 

abundance of God.   

 

We have time.  And it wasn’t made for us in order to 

drive us to work harder, to accomplish more, but to 

celebrate, to enjoy, to play, to connect.  The question is 

whether we receive it—celebrate and enjoy this gift of 

time.   

 

So, my prayer, my devotion in the coming month will be 

to take the time—to receive the gift in rest, in play, in 

connecting.   May you receive time as a gift to celebrate, 

enjoy, play, and connect these summer months.   

 

Susan 

 

 

 

~ 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
 

The Deacons will be hosting a very 
special retreat on the grounds of the 
beautiful St. Birgitta's Convent in 

Darien on Saturday, September 13th. 
We strongly encourage all of you to 

attend! More details and information 
will be announced later in August. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

August 3:  Gen 32:22-31; Ps 17:1-7, 15 or  

Isa 55:1-5; Ps 145:8-9, 14-21; Rom 9:1-5;  

Matt 14:13-21 
 

August 10:  Gen 37:1-4, 12-28; Ps 105:1-6,  

16-22, 45b or 1 Kings 19:9-18; Ps 85:8-13;  

Rom 10:5-15; Matt 14:22-33 
 

August 17:  Gen 45:1-5; Ps 133 or Isa 56:1-2a, 

29-32; Matt 15(10-20), 21-28 
 

August 24:  Ex 1:8-2:10; Ps 124 or Isa 51:1-6;  

Ps 138; Rom 12:1-8; Matt 16:13-20 
 

August 31: Ex 3:1-15; Ps 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c or 

Jer 15:15-21; Ps 26:1-8; Rom 12:9-21;  

Matt 16:21-28 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

SUNDAY FLOWER MEMORIALS 
 

 
 
 

To donate flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

contact the church office for more information or to 

request a form. The cost for a bouquet to decorate the 

chancel is $60. Checks should be made payable to 

FCC Stamford with “Flowers” in the memo section 

and may be mailed to the church or placed in the 

offering plate on Sunday.  Please contact the office for 

open dates. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

INTERFAITH IFTAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An Interfaith Iftar was held for the fifth year at FCC on 

Saturday evening, July 26.  An interfaith committee 

helped plan the evening.  A special thanks to the kitchen 

crew: Ellen Taylor, Linda Stack and Gail Cockrell. 

 

The following is a letter from The Rev. Kate Heichler, 

Executive Director, Interfaith Council of Southwestern 

Connecticut.  

 
 

Dear "Iftar Team", 

You did such a beautiful job of putting this year's feast 

together. First Congregational's hospitality was flawless, 

the food abundant and delicious, and the mix of people 

wonderful to behold. In a world with so much division, it 

was a joy to sit in a room where the feeling was truly 

happy and joyful. Kareem and I were at an Iftar in 

another town last week, and it was much more stiff and 

formal... this has become a family feast among brothers 

and sisters who may not know each other well but know 

they are connected. 

 
 

I hope this sense of community we experienced last night 

may be like yeast in the larger Stamford community, 

raising the whole load. 
 
 

The Interfaith Council is so blessed to count you among 

its leaders! 
 

 

Kate  

The Rev. Kate Heichler, Pastor, Church of Christ the 

Healer, Executive Director, Interfaith Council of 

Southwestern Connecticut 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Through September 1, 

Labor Day weekend,  

we begin worship  

at 10:30 a.m.  

in our Chapel 

 

 

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 Maureen and Bill Matthews, anniversary 

2 Candice Bryan 

3 Mary Jo and Bob Godzeno, anniversary 

5 Lisa Bauerle, Sherry West 

10 Doreen Kennedy 

13 John Jelliffe 

22 Kay Reese 

26 Betty and Steve Ayres, anniversary 

29 Robert Carr  

 

 

 



First Congregational Church 
Walton Place 
Stamford, CT  06901 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Keep us informed! 

 

If you are hospitalized, please call the 

church office and let us know.   

We would like to include you in our 

prayers and visit you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossroads is published monthly by  
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OF STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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Walton Place, Stamford, CT  06901 
Telephone:  203 323-0200 / Fax:  203 348-2270 

www.fccstamford.org / fccstamford@gmail.com 

http://www.fccstamford.org/


SALT 
 (SERVING ANOTHER IN LOVE TOGETHER)  

 
Mission Community @ FCC 

 
To be a part of the monthly Mission Board meeting is to 

experience “church without walls”.   As we have shared 

with you before, we’ve been meeting all around town and 

most recently we met in Latham Park, surrounded by 

families and children enjoying the evening and a lovely 

space to play.  Some FCC members joined us, which 

added to the conversation and ideas for moving ahead.   

Meeting in places without walls allows us to connect 

with the world in which we live and to which we are 

called to serve. 
 

Our meeting was like our Sunday ‘joys and concerns’: 

 

 A joy:  Downtown EATS celebrated their 3rd 
anniversary 

 A joy: Our South Sudan support will help five 
people move to Kenya 

 A Joy:  We are drinking Simply Smiles coffee at 
Fellowship Hour which supports impoverished 
children, families, and communities 

 A joy:  FCC was a part of the second Art Walk in 
Stamford  

 A joy:  For the 5th year, FCC will host an Interfaith 
Iftar with our Muslim brothers and sisters 

 

 A concern:  One major concern involves our 
continued ability to provide meals for the New 
Covenant House of Hospitality.  FCC has done 
this for many years but we don’t have enough 
people who are willing to take the lead in 
planning, cooking, and delivering the food.  Does 
this mean that this outreach activity should 
stop?  We will bring this to the congregation in 
the coming weeks. 

 

Life is full of joys and concerns and we become more 

aware of this as the walls of FCC expand both locally and 

globally.  You are always welcome to join us.  You will 

be inspired.  You will be challenged.  And most of all, 

you will be welcome! 
 

Peace. 

Paul Bingaman, Anne Mochulsky, Warren Richardson, 

Tephilla Ponnuthurai, Jean Meyer, Rev. Susan Gibson, 

and Maureen Matthews 

 
 
 

   

 THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
 

Our Thrift Shop is closed for the 

summer.  We will reopen for business 

on the first Thursday after Labor Day, 

September 4.   

 

Please withhold all donations until August.   

Many thanks for your continued support. 
 

Barbara Arata for the Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

 

        HATS OFF! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Kathie Laug, Pam Shadford and Wilma 

Ramazzini, who worked so well in preparing a 

wonderful meal this month for New Covenant House. 

This is a much appreciated service.  We are always 

looking for members of our church who would be 

willing to help in either the capacity of chef or helper.   

 

If you are one of those people, please come and see me, 

Helga Downing, or call me at 203-359-0494. 

 
 
 

 

Be part of our church's mission,  
support Downtown EATS  by: 

 Volunteering to help on the 2nd Saturday 

each month (10:00 a.m.-1:00p.m.) 
 Donating non-perishable food and toiletries 

This month the following items would be 
especially helpful: 

 Small or medium boxes of cereal, tuna, 

individual soup and fruit with pop-up tops.  
 All small toiletries, lotion, hand sanitizer 

Please bring donations on Sunday, August 2. 

Downtown EATS this month is August 9. 
 

Collections will be ongoing  

on the first Sunday of each month. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 

 

 

 

tel:203-359-0494


 

 

SUMMER 2014 HOSPITALITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the summer months only three goodies are needed!   
No coffee or tea is made, so milk is not necessary. 

Church provides cold cups and napkins. With the drinks, 

one half gallon of iced tea and two half gallons of juice is 

required.  You can leave them in their containers so 

people will know what flavor they are drinking.  Then – 

it will take about one half hour to wash, dry and put away 

the dishes used.   

 
Volunteers are needed for August 3, 24, 31. Thank you!! 

 

 

THE CLASON GROUP  

NOW MEETING SUNDAY AT 9:45 
 

2014 brings a new focus for the Clason Group, our no-

commitment and all-ideas-welcome "sunday school 

class." The Clason Group will convene upstairs in room 

309 on the first and third Sunday of each month, at 9:45 

a.m. Next meeting is Sunday, August 3. 

 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer will be 

discussed on Monday, September 15.  

This novel follows six teenagers at a 

summer camp from the height of youth 

through middle age, as their talents, 

fortunes, and degrees of satisfaction diverge.  The book 

explores the meaning of talent; the nature of envy; the 

roles of class, art, money, and power; and how all of it 

can shift over the course of a friendship and a lifetime.  

 

The October book is Pulitzer Prize winning novel, The 

Goldfinch, by Donna Tartt.  This marvelous epic tale is 

based on Dutch painter Carel Fabritius's painting The 

Goldfinch.  

 

We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor. The books 

will be available to borrow from the church library. 

Everyone is welcome to join our group at any time.  See 

Kathie Laug or Pam Shadford if you have questions or 

books to suggest. 

 

~ 

 
 

Talk to David Vintinner if you have any questions. 

 

  

SECOND SUNDAY WALKS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The August 10 walk will be at Muscoot Farm in Somers, 

New York.  Started as a "Gentleman's Farm" in 1880, the 

property is now a Westchester County Park.  We will do 

a loop walk of about 4 miles that will take us through a 

variety of landscapes.  Bring water and a snack.  Meet in 

the FCC parking lot at 11:45.  Led by Kathie Laug. Talk 

to Kathie if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN THE FCC STAMFORD CHOIR! 

 
 

Sunday, September 7, our morning worship service 

moves back to the sanctuary.  And our choir will be back 

to sing under the direction of Timothy Wallace, 

organist/choir director. We invite you to join your voice 

with our voices for rehearsal at 8:45 am.  Robes are 

ready, music is organized and we have plenty of room in 

the choir loft!  All are welcome. If you have any 

questions please contract Tim Wallace or Linda Peters.  
 

Peace and harmony, Linda Peters, chair 

Music Ministry: Cheryl Bogert, 

Bob Godzeno, Mary Franklin,  Doug Wyse,  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

CONTRACT FOR A NEW ORGAN 

 
I was honored that the Capital Campaign Committee asked me to announce on Music Appreciation Sunday (June 22nd), 

that the church has signed a contract for the purchase and installation of a new digital organ.   

 

A modern digital organ would be a significant improvement over our current aging organ.  Thanks to improved 

technology, it will be programmed with many more options, and I know Tim is excited about the potential to bring us 

different styles and sounds each week.  In addition to providing a greater variety of styles, a new organ should also give us 

a much higher quality and clarity of sound because the current organ’s aging parts and speakers introduce distortion and 

static in the music we hear.  A new organ would also be more reliable.  Many parts on our current organ are difficult to 

replace if they break because they have been out of production for a long time, so repairs can be costly and take a long 

time.  

 

However, the signing of the contract does not mean that our work is done.  As many of you know, the new organ will be 

made possible primarily through contributions to the church’s Capital Campaign.  The Capital Campaign was recently 

extended in order to fund the organ purchase and other important capital projects around the church, including repairs to 

the bell tower so we can ring our bell once again, and some landscaping around the church property.   

 

All three of these important capital projects are not yet fully funded.  The organ contract was signed now to protect us 

against possible price increases in the future, and it gives us one year to raise the additional money we need.  Based on 

current figures from the Capital Campaign Committee, we need to raise another $46,000 in total in order to fully fund the 

three capital projects:  (i) the new organ, (ii) the bell tower and (iii) the landscaping.  If we do not raise the full amount, all 

three projects can be pared down to be less costly, but I hope that we will aim high and challenge ourselves to reach the 

full amount so that we can reap the rewards of beautiful sights and sounds all around and throughout the church. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Capital Campaign to date.  The funds that we have donated provided a 

critical lifeline for the church these last few years, and will allow us to make some exciting new improvements for the 

future.   

 

I am especially indebted to a group of Capital Campaign donors (I don’t know who they are) who asked to have the new 

organ dedicated to the memory of my grandparents, George and Lois Clarke.  Although they were both with us as recently 

as seven years ago, I realized that with all the growth in the church the last few years, perhaps a majority of you did not 

know them!  I’d like to tell you a little about them.   

 

They were faithful members of this church over the better part of five decades, from the late 1950s to the late 2000s.  My 

grandmother was mostly homebound as long as I can remember, but she loved listening to church services over the phone 

connection and she often baked dishes to contribute to pot luck suppers even though she could not attend them in person.  

In earlier years, she was a Deacon and served on other boards and committees of the church.  My grandfather was more of 

a fixture at the church in the years that I remember.  He attended services every week right up until his final illness.  He 

served in many official and unofficial capacities at the church, including Moderator.  Their involvement still has a 

profound, if perhaps unseen, influence on our church.  They exhibited the radical welcome that is such an important part 

of our church’s life today.  Many members of the church have told me stories of things my grandparents did that 

contributed to their experiences here.  They welcomed, taught and inspired generations of church members and were great 

fundraisers for the church.  I think several of us here today would not be a part of this church if it were not for something 

George and Lois Clarke did. 

 

I look forward to the day when we can honor their memory with the installation of a new organ that will inspire people for 

years to come.  But it can’t happen without broad support to raise the remaining funds needed.  Thank you to each and 

every one of you for the gifts you bring to this church and for your continued faithfulness.  If you have the ability and 

desire to give financially to the Capital Campaign, please talk to any of the Capital Campaign Committee members:  Jean 

Meyer, Steve Ayres and Wendy Avirgan.  Or you can talk to Susan or me and we will put you in touch.   

 

Rob Godzeno 

   

 


