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WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY10:30 A.M. 
 

October 5 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Holy Communion, Deacons Fund,  

  Food Trunk Offering 
   

October 12   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
          

October 19   Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

              

October 26       Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

******************************* 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 

SUNDAY FLOWER MEMORIALS 

 

 

To donate flowers for our Sunday worship 

service, contact the church office for more 

information or to request a form. The cost for a 

bouquet to decorate the chancel is $60. Checks 

should be made payable to FCC Stamford with 

“Flowers” in the memo section and may be 

mailed to the church or placed in the offering 

plate on Sunday.  Please contact the office for 

open dates. 

 

 
 

 

 FROM THE INTERIM PASTORS DESK 
 

OCTOBER 2014 
 

~ 

  
“This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth 
in righteousness, not health, but healing, not being 
but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet 

what we shall be, but we are growing toward it, 
the process is not yet finished, but it is going on, 
this is not the end, but it is the road. All does not 

yet gleam in glory, but all is being purified.” 
     Martin Luther 

 

 

I love this quote by Luther.  He reminds us that as 

Christians we are people who are in the process of 

becoming.  We aren’t stuck.  This is not the end.  

God isn’t done with us.   

 

So often in church life we find ourselves caught up 

in the day to day activities.  We search for Sunday 

school teachers and coffee hour hosts.  We pay the 

bills.  We rehearse for Sunday worship.  We seek to 

find folks to serve on committees.  We visit the sick.  

We pray.  We sing.  We plan meetings.  And, often 

much of what we do doesn’t intentionally 

acknowledge who God is calling us to be.  We do 

what we do because that is how the person before 

did it or because that’s the only way we know how.   

 

On Sunday, October 5
th

, after worship, the Vision 

Task Force will guide us through the third part of 

our visioning process.   In this time together we 

have an opportunity to discover who God is calling 

us to become.  Because the truth is that God is not 

done with us!  We don’t gleam in glory, yet, but the 

shine is beginning to emerge as we walk this road of 

becoming a community shaped and guided by the 

love of Christ.   

 
     Susan 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

~ 
 

THE CLASON GROUP  
 

The Clason Group is our no-commitment and all-ideas-

welcome pre-service get together. This fall, we are 

looking at the prophet Ezekiel, a Biblical madman who 

spoke of UFO's and dry bones, of Apocalypse and the 

need for justice.  Join us as we tackle some of the most 

impossible passages of Scripture. The Clason Group will 

convene upstairs in room 309 on the first and third 

Sunday of each month, at 9:45 a.m. Next meeting is 

Sunday, October 5. If you have any questions, talk to 

David Vintinner. 
~ 

 
 

  
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

October 5:  Ex 20;1-4,7-9,12-20; Ps 19 or  

Isa 5:1-7; Ps 80:7-15; Phil 3:4b-14; Matt 21:33-46 
 

October 12:  Ex 32:1-14; Ps 106:1-6, 19-23 or  

Isa 25:1-9; Ps 23; Phil 4:1-9;Matt 22:1-14 
 

October 19:  Ex 12-23; Ps 99 or Isa 45:1-7;  

Ps 96:1-9 (10-13)1 Thess 1:1-10: Matt 22:15-22 
 

October 26:  Deut 34:1-12; Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 or 

Lev 19:1-2, 15-18; Ps 1; 1 Thess 2:1-8;  

Matt 22:34-46 

 

 
 

 

                                           
 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Sunday, October 5 

 

 

 

The Vision Task Force continues its 

quest to discern FCC’s vision with our next 

interactive workshop.   
 

Please join us and your fellow churchgoers 

after worship on Sunday, October 5th to 

complete our task of selecting our top five 

values as a church.  We will also take part in an 

important exercise in finding our areas of 

growth.  This discussion will lead us to a greater 

understanding of where we stand on our 

strengths, needed improvements, our 

community and our dreams. 
 

Lunch will again be provided by  
Vinny’s Backyard Restaurant. 
 

 

~ 
 

 

OUR CHURCH SOLOISTS SING 

LA BOHÈME AT HUDSON 

LYRIC OPERA 

 

Frances McGovern sings 

lead role of Mimi in opera 

opening on Saturday, 

October 18, at 7:30 p.m.  

Rudolpho will be sung by 

Terry Hyde.  Others from 

our church performing are: 

John Taylor Thomas, 

Mary McGovern and John 

McGovern.  Details are 

available on http://hudsonlyricopera.org or call for 

information and tickets at 845-709-2273. Frances 

also sings Mimi on Sunday, October 19 at 3:00 

p.m., Saturday, October 25, 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 

November 1, 7:30 p.m.  It is a first class production 

with orchestra and a vibrant story with beautiful 

music by Giacomo Puccini.  

Come and support your soloists! 
 

OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 Lori & Stuart Constantine, anniversary 

3 Jen & Rob Godzeno, anniversary 

4 Ralph Murray 

5 Cindy & Eddy Richardson, anniversary 

6 Adrienne and Don Perry, anniversary 

9 George Catchpole 

 Luisa and Joe Siladi, anniversary 

11  Christopher Carlson, Maureen Matthews, 

 Don Piper 

13 Stuart Constantine, Jose Padilla 

16 Stuart Sawabini 

 Althea & Bill Tenca, anniversary 

17 Nancy Piper 

19 Naomi Thadikonda 

20 Lucy Schall 

24 Khoi Ngo 

26 Irene Kovacs 

27 Lynne Koellner 

29 Kevin Ngo 

29 Terry Hyde and Rebecca Ayres Schwartz 

 

 

 

http://hudsonlyricopera.org/


PILGRIMAGE TO THE SEA AND CAFÉ CHURCH 

 
Thank you to all who participated in our very first Café 

Church! This event was a continuation of our retreat: 

FCC Pilgrimage to the Sea -- Unearthing the Values that 

Unite Us in Christ. It was hosted by the Deacons and 

held the previous weekend at the very beautiful Convent 

of St. Birgitta in Darien. Café Church was a chance for us 

to worship together in a different, more intimate format. 

Plus -- it was just a lot of fun!  

 

Rob Godzeno did an excellent job with his sermon where 

he delved deeper into why it is important for us as a 

congregation to occasionally look at our worship service 

and rituals. Mindful examination of "why we do what we 

do" will hopefully help us all grow spiritually making us 

a stronger, more introspective congregation. This 

introspection will ultimately give power and structure to 

the many outreach missions we endeavor to do. 

 

At the retreat, thirty-three FCC members gathered 

together and we came up with ten words that best define 

the vision of what our church endeavors to be. We 

eventually want to get this down to five words. Words 

are obviously charged with meaning and nuance but here 

are the ten that we agreed upon that best describe our 

vision for FCC-Stamford: Affirmation, Vitality, Jesus, 

Awe, Courage, Community, Compassion, Open-

mindedness, Evolving, Faith.        

 

I ask you to pray and reflect on these words and join the 

Vision Task Force after worship on Sunday, October 5th. 

This meeting will be an interactive workshop that will 

lead us to a greater understanding of where we stand on 

our strengths, needed improvements, our community and 

our dreams. It will help to shape the church in which we 

all are a part. So come join us for lunch and make your 

voice heard. 

 

 

THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
 

The Thrift Shop volunteers would like to publicly thank 

trustee Al Hebert for his tenacity in researching and then 

purchasing a new piece of equipment to strip, clean and 

wax floors.  The first one to benefit was the main floor in 

the Thrift Shop, and it is clean and blindingly shiny.  We 

also want to thank Peter Birch for assisting Al in 

removing all the tables and other furniture before the 

cleaning and replacing it afterwards.  Peter has also been 

helping us lift heavy storage bins up and down from the 

shelves.  A very big thank-you to Flor for doing the 

necessary labor! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 REVIVE 
 

Revive, our young adult discussion group, continues to 

meet monthly.  On September 21st, we met in the Parlor 

after Café Church.  After reading Exodus 16:2-15 and 

Matthew 20:1-16, we had a discussion about what it 

means for the last to be first and the first to be last 

(Matthew 20:16) and how to respond to that verse in our 

lives.  
 

Our monthly attendance has been hovering at about six 

people with a good core group of attendees, and we’ve 

begun brainstorming for ways to broaden our reach and 

our impact.  
 

If you know anyone who might like to join us, I would 

be happy to reach out with a personal invite, if you send 

me the person’s name and contact information to my 

email address:  rmgodzeno@gmail.com.  Also, if you 

think of any ways that we can serve the church and the 

community, I’d love to hear those ideas as well. 
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry!  

Rob Godzeno 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

 
On Stewardship Sunday, also known as Loyalty Sunday, 

November 9, 2014, we will make and celebrate our gifts 

and pledges to this church for 2015.  By pledging, we 

support our church’s many ministries, including 

Downtown EATS, the Rainbow Café, our other missions 

and outreach, our wonderful music program, our 

Christian education, our Interim Senior Pastor, and 

hopefully our next Senior Pastor!  Pledges maintain our 

wonderful old building where we worship and where all 

our outreach begins.  Our church’s 379 year history is a 

legacy that continues today largely because of our 

pledges. 

 

Please watch your mailbox for our annual appeal letter 

and pledge card to go out about Monday, October 20. 

 

Then please join us in pledging to the First 

Congregational Church for 2015 by submitting your 

pledge card, either in the offering plate or by mail, by 

Stewardship Sunday.  As you prayerfully consider your 

pledge for 2015, please remember Paul’s final greetings 

and benediction found in 2 Thessalonians 3:16.   

 

“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at 

all times in all ways.  The Lord be with all of you.” 

 

Your Board of Stewardship:  Dawn Brusco,  

Jose Padilla, Lynda Stack, and Steve Ayres 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
(SERVING ANOTHER IN LOVE TOGETHER)  

 

 

You are the SALT of the earth… 

You are the LIGHT of the world…. 

   

 

To begin our new season together, the Mission Board 

spent time reflecting on our ‘mission’ in all its many 

dimensions: personal, local and global.  SALT (Serving 

Another in Love Together) inspired us when we first 

came together.  Now we are challenged by Jesus’s call to 

be the LIGHT (Love Inspiring Great Hope Today) of the 

world.   Hopefully we will be the candle, the flashlight, 

the BIC lighter…whatever it takes to shed light on the 

path that FCC is called to follow as we seek to serve 

others.    

 

Updates: 

 

• Our commitment to the New Covenant House of 

Hospitality has been reaffirmed.  Helga Downing 

continues to provide leadership in this mission of FCC 

and is seeking volunteers for this once a month meal 

preparation.  

 

• The Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner team 

of Warren Richardson and Ellen Taylor will be joined 

this year by Ann Mochulsky and Dawn Brusco.  It takes 

a village and we are grateful for the direction these four 

will provide as we once again welcome our guests for 

this holiday meal. 

 

What’s new? 

 

• There will be an information meeting about the 

Mission trip to the Cheyenne River Tribe Reservation in 

South Dakota after worship on October 12.  

 

• Missions and CE Boards are collaborating in a 

project to lift up the needs of the people of South Sudan.  

Inspired by our own church members, Nya and Nhial 

who have lived through the pain of war and life in 

refugee camps, we have planned an all church project 

which begins with reading A Long Walk to Water.  This 

will be followed by a special gathering after worship on 

October 19 and will culminate with a water themed 

worship service on November 16.    

 

 

(continued next column) 

 Our next meeting will be held October 9, 6:30 p.m., at 

Neighbor's Link, 75 Selleck St.  Catalina Horak will 

speak with us and give us a tour of their program.  We 

will have our board meeting there afterwards.   You are 

all welcome to join us as we learn more about the needs 

of our local community and how we can connect in 

service.  
 

Your SALT shakers and LIGHT bearers,  
Paul Bingaman, Anne Mochulsky, Warren Richardson, 

Tephilla Ponnuthurai, Jean Meyer, Maureen Matthews 

 
~ 

 

 

HATS OFF! 

 
Many thanks to Candace and Joe 

Bryan, Elfriede Mallin and Kathy West 

who worked so well in preparing a 

wonderful meal this month for New 

Covenant House. This is a much 

appreciated service.  We are always 

looking for members of our church who 

would be willing to help in either the 

capacity of chef or helper.   

 

If you are one of those people, please come and see me, 

Helga Downing, or call me at 203-359-0494. 

 

~ 

 
 

 

 
Be part of our church's mission,  

support Downtown EATS  by: 

 Volunteering to help on the 2nd Saturday 
each month (10:00 a.m.-1:00p.m.) 

 Donating non-perishable food and toiletries 

This month the following items would be 
especially helpful: 

 Easy-open individual soup or meals, tuna, 

small boxes of cereal  
 All small toiletries, especially shampoo & lotion 

Please bring donations on Sunday, October 5. 
Downtown EATS this month is October 11. 

Collections will be ongoing on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 
 

 

 

 

tel:203-359-0494


COUNCIL 

 CORNER 
 

The Council met on September 10.  Be sure to look at the 

bulletin board display prepared by Joe Belisle which 

highlights church leaders and their responsibilities.  Also, 

enjoy the fact that our bell tower is now lit in the evening 

and the bell rings thanks to the hard work of the Trustees. 

   

The next event sponsored by the Visioning Team will be 

a session on Growth Areas after worship on October 5, 

followed by a take home survey.  The committee will 

report on their work at the November 9 Annual Meeting.  

Moderator Pam Shadford stated that the 2015 budget will 

fund an interim pastor for the first half of the year and a 

settled pastor for the second half.  

 

The Capital Campaign is moving along with some of the 

bell tower work already completed, a landscape architect 

hired, and a deposit placed on a new organ.  There is still 

time to contribute if you would like to support these 

projects. The campaign ends on December 31 with a 

celebration planned for Epiphany Sunday, January 4.  

 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt will be 

discussed on Monday, October 20.  This 

winner of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for fiction 

recounts the adventures of Theo Decker, a 

13 year old who survives an accident that kills his mother 

and clings to the one thing that reminds him of her – a 

small captivating painting of a goldfinch.  The book has 

been described as a smartly written literary novel that 

connects with the heart as well as the mind. 

 

Our next selection continues the art theme with The Art 

Forger by Barbara Shapiro. In this book, young artist 

Claire Roth agrees to forge a stolen Degas painting in 

exchange for a one woman show at a renowned art 

gallery. It is a thrilling novel about seeing – and not 

seeing – the secrets that lie beneath the canvas. It will be 

discussed on Monday, December 1. 

 

We meet in the church parlor at 7:00 PM.  All books are 

available in the church library. Everyone is welcome to 

join our group at any time.  See Kathie Laug or Pam 

Shadford if you have questions or books to suggest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SECOND SUNDAY WALK 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The October 12 walk will be to Mianus River Park in 

North Stamford.  It will be a pleasant woodland walk of 

about 1 hour along the banks of the Mianus River.  

Afterwards we will visit the gardens of historic Fort 

Stamford just up the road. Meet at 12:00 in the church 

parking lot.  Bring water and a snack and wear 

comfortable walking shoes. 

 

Talk to Kathie Laug if you have any questions. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

A SPECIAL CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

On Saturday November 1, 2014, 7:30pm, FCC is 

presenting The Alchemists, featuring Gene Bozzi, 

percussion; RJ Avallone, trumpet; & Timothy Alexandre 

Wallace, piano & organ. This will be an evening of 

classical, original and improvised music, including music 

of Bach, Rachmaninoff and Liszt. There will be a free-

will donation with proceeds to benefit the Organ Fund 

for the new Allen digital organ, which is to be dedicated 

to the memory of Lois and George Clarke. 

 

Music will include Johann Sebastian Bach's famous 

Toccata in D minor, but with a twist; the much beloved 

Rachmaninoff 18th Variation from Rhapsody on a 

Theme of Paganini; and Franz Liszt's amazing Mephisto 

Waltz. In addition there will be the world premiere of a 

new piece composed especially for RJ Avallone by 

Wallace: Aria for Trumpet; and improvisations. All in 

all, there will be music covering a 300 year span! 

 

RJ Avallone has performed at FCC for at least the past 3 

years for our Easter service and is a very talented 

musician who performs regularly in New York and all of 

New England. Gene Bozzi is the Principal Timpanist 

with the Hartford Symphony. Gene is the creator, artistic 

director, and drummer for the HSO Jazz and Strings 

Series. He also teaches percussion at Wesleyan 

University and Trinity College, and serves as the music 

department chair at the Greater Hartford Academy of the 

Arts, Connecticut’s largest Arts Magnet High School. 

 

 So don't miss this wonderful opportunity to hear some 

great music and for a wonderful cause! 

 

 

 
 

 



 

First Congregational Church 
Walton Place 
Stamford, CT  06901 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Keep us informed! 

 

If you are hospitalized, please call the 

church office and let us know.   

We would like to include you in our 

prayers and visit you! 
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www.fccstamford.org / fccstamford@gmail.com 

http://www.fccstamford.org/


Capital Campaign Update 

 

 

In just over five months since new Capital Campaign goals were announced at the Annual Meeting on May 2, FCC has 

received more than $37,300 in contributions, including 11 gifts from individuals or families who had not previously 

pledged. Two others donated over and above their original pledges. With another $10,000 expected soon, we are only 

about $10,000 short of our new goal of $118,000—a target we believe will be achieved and perhaps exceeded. 

 

With thanks to all who have contributed to the Campaign so far, we are pleased to report the following progress on our 

three goals: 

 

 

 1) Goal:  the purchase of a new digital organ for the sanctuary, to be dedicated to the memory of Lois and George 

Clarke; 

 

Progress:  A 50% deposit has been paid toward the purchase of the organ. 

 

 2) Goal:  repairs to the bell tower, its lighting, and the mechanism that rings the bell; 

 

  Progress:  Thanks to the efforts of our Trustees and the outstanding work of Jeremiah and Michael Cahn, this goal 

has already been reached, long before anticipated, at a much lower cost than expected!  However, re-pointing of 

mortar around the bell tower stones is urgently needed, so more work remains to be done. 

 

 3) Goal:  continued upgrades to landscaping, particularly around the parking lot; 

 

  Progress:  Landscape architect Steven Wing, who designed our memorial garden, agreed to suggest landscape 

improvements and will have drawings ready by early October. 

 

The official deadline for the Campaign is December 31, 2014, but donations received in 2015 will also be gratefully 

accepted. Please consider filling out a pledge card to let us know of your plan to contribute. Pledge cards are available on 

the bulletin board beneath the “thermometer” that measures progress toward our fund raising goal. 

 

Our Rally Day worship service began this year with the ringing of the bell, and the tower is once again lighted at night, as 

a “beacon on a hill.”  To mark these milestones, a special celebration for all ages is planned for the evening of Epiphany 

Sunday, January 4, 2015. Mark your calendars and stay tuned for details! 

 

Capital Campaign Committee 

Jean Meyer, chair; Wendy Avirgan; Steve Ayres 

 

 

 

 


