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WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY10:30 A.M. 
 

December 7 Second Sunday of Advent 

   Holy Communion, Deacons Fund,  

  Food Trunk Offering 
  Gifting Tree Sunday 

   

December 14   Third Sunday of Advent   

          

December 21   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    Christmas Pageant 

    Christmas Tea 

 

December 24 A Service of Lessons and Carols 

  Thursday, December 24, 10:00 p.m. 

              

December 28   First Sunday after Christmas 

 
 

******************************* 

  
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY FLOWER MEMORIALS 

 

 
 

 

To donate flowers for our Sunday worship 

service, contact the church office for more 

information or to request a form. The cost for a 

bouquet to decorate the chancel is $60. Checks 

should be made payable to FCC Stamford with 

“Flowers” in the memo section and may be 

mailed to the church or placed in the offering 

plate on Sunday.  Please contact the office for 

open dates. 

 
 

 

  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTORS DESK 
 

DECEMBER 2014 
 

~ 

  

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, be with us on our way. Angels 

of God guide and protect us that we may reach our 

destination in peace and in safety. Amen.” 

 
The friend who shared the above prayer with me, noted 

that when she said this prayer at the start of a journey, 

the trip (with the “Joseph family”) always seemed to be 

full of unexpected surprises.  By the end she said, she 

felt just like a newborn baby—startled, uncertain, and 

full of wonder!   

 

Sunday, November 30
th
 is the beginning of Advent—our 

journey with the “Joseph family.”  If Joseph’s and 

Mary’s journey to Bethlehem is any indication, we will 

find ourselves far from familiar territory in our journey.  

But, take heart from Joseph and Mary.  Joseph and Mary 

trusted that God was doing a new thing, and they became 

people of blessing to the enter world.  .   

 

God is doing a new thing in us, and we too are becoming 

people of blessing.  As we enter Advent, I hope we will 

enter this time awake to the new possibilities opening up 

before us and open to the unexpected surprises we 

encounter along the way.  Let’s take some time from the 

hustle and bustle to look around and revel in what is 

right in front of us.  And while discovering the new 

within us is always a little startling and uncertain, I pray 

that we encounter the newborn within us and others with 

wonder and joy!   

 

Have a blessed Advent! 

 

Susan 

 
      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
What are you expecting for Christmas?  Are you awake 

to the unexpected?  Are you waiting for something new?  

What types of preparations are you undertaking leading 

up to Christmas?  Why not join with your brothers and 

sisters in Christ on Tuesday evenings in Advent for a 

time of study of the scriptures, prayer, sharing, and 

singing?  We will meet on Tuesday evenings, December 

2, 9, 16, and 23, at 7pm in the West Parlor.   

Speak to Rev. Susan if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Advent event will begin after worship with a 

wonderful lunch prepared by our own renowned chefs 

Virginia Atkinson and Lynne Koellner. 

 

Then each of us will decorate a small tree for gifting to a 

friend, neighbor, grandparent or even for yourself! We 

will decorate trees for our home- bound members as well.   

The trees and all the decorations will be provided, so 

come and let your Christmas spirit create a beautiful tree. 

 

 
 
 

 

                                        
 

HOMELESS PERSONS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 AT 5:30 P.M. 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF STAMFORD 

 
 

On Christmas Eve 1981, FCCS became the first 

shelter for homeless individuals. This shelter 

was offered in response to the death of one 

homeless man in the streets of Stamford. Since 

then the need for shelters has continued to grow 

and the numbers of individuals who die alone in 

streets of the Stamford area and across the 

country continues to grow. Join us for this 

special service to remember those who have 

died in shelters and in the streets. 
 

 

The Christmas Pageant  
will be during the worship service on 

December 21.  The Christmas Tea will 
follow in the parlour.  Please see Lynne 
Koellner to sign up to bring “goodies” 
to share with one another.  Thank you 

for your generous donations! 
 

 

  
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

December 7:  Isa 40:1-11; Ps 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Pet 

3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 

December 14:  Isa 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps 126 or Luke 

1:47-55; 1 Thess 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

December 21:  2 Sam 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 

or Ps 89:1-4, 19-26; Rom 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 

December 28:  Isa 61:10-62:3; Ps 148; Gal 4:4-7; 

Luke 2:22-40 

 
 

DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1  Timothy Wallace 

3  Nicoline Sawabini 

9  Jonathan Tenca 

13  Don Perry 

16  Denise Brown 

18  Robert Skovgaard 

21  Diane Sileo 

25  Chin Vo 

30 Doug Wyse 

29 Rebecca Ayres Schwartz 

 

 

 



 

MAKE STOCK GIFTS NOW! 
 

 
 

Did you know that you can donate appreciated securities 

(stocks or bonds) directly to the church, deduct the full 

value of the securities on the date the church receives and 

sells the securities, and not have to pay income tax, ever, 

on the capital gains?  Yes, you can!  Now is the time to 

make such gifts so you can take your charitable 

deduction on your 2014 income tax returns and increase 

the size of your refund (or decrease your tax due) on your 

Form 1040 next spring. 

 

You may have securities that are worth more than you 

paid for them (your income tax basis).  If you were to sell 

those stocks yourself, you would probably pay federal 

and Connecticut capital gains tax of about 20% net 

combined total on your capital gains, which you could 

then contribute to the church as after-tax dollars in cash 

or by check.  Donating the securities to the church 

directly avoids the capital gains taxes entirely and 

legally!  Your tax advisor or financial advisor can assist 

you in picking which securities to donate. 

 

Further, you may have received odd amounts of stock in 

various companies (often telephone or insurance 

companies) as “spinoffs”.  You may be confused about 

the income tax basis of those spinoffs.  Donating that 

stock to the church allows you to avoid the tedium of the 

basis calculation, while helping your church. 

 

Making your donation in 2014 (please do not wait until 

the last week in December to do it!) enables you to pay 

the balance, if any, of your 2014 pledge, plus pre-pay 

your 2015 pledge now, at current stock market values, 

which may decline in the future.  You may also direct the 

church to hold all or some of your donation for the 

church’s general benefit, until you later direct the church 

how that balance should be applied (toward a further 

pledge, to special offerings, etc.) 

 

Interested?  Please call me for details and a transfer form 

letter to our new stock receipt account at ScottTrade (no 

longer at Morgan Stanley) by Monday, December 22 at 

203-325-4477 (office) or 203-327-3795 (home). 

 

Steve Ayres,  

Associate Treasurer-Endowment & Stewardship Board 

 
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 COUNCIL 

 CORNER 
 

The Council met on November 19. We spent part of the 

meeting reflecting on church leadership, specifically how 

we can strengthen our current leaders and develop new 

leaders. Rev. Susan Gibson led us in an Appreciative 

Inquiry exercise in which we discussed the 

characteristics of our most positive experiences as 

leaders.  Newer church members who have taken on 

leadership positions will be invited to attend the 

December Council meeting and tell us about their 

experiences. 
 

During the next month, Council members will visit three 

churches in our area who are using the revitalization 

pastorate instead of a settled pastorate.  They will 

interview the pastor and lay persons about their 

experience with this model.  The churches to be visited 

are Center Church in Hartford, Orange Congregational 

Church, and United Congregational Church of 

Bridgeport.  
 

Our Safe Church policies need to be updated.  The 

Christian Education Board will coordinate this for 

church school students.  Joe Belisle will coordinate for 

Rainbow Cafe youth.  Steve Ayres and Pam Shadford 

have been appointed as the Response Team to address 

any allegations of sexual harassment.  
 

Trustees are working on the parking lot problem.  Until it 

is resolved, people should park on the street or in the city 

lot on Forest Street, which is free on Sunday, when the 

parking lot is full rather than take a chance parking 

illegally.  
 

Highlights of the Advent season will include an Advent 

Bible Study on Tuesday evenings, the Gifting Tree 

activity after worship on Dec. 7, a traditional Christmas 

pageant on Dec. 21, all culminating in a Christmas Eve 

service at 10:00 PM.  

 

THE CLASON GROUP  
 

The Clason Group is our no-commitment and all-ideas-

welcome pre-service get together. This fall, we are 

looking at the prophet Ezekiel, a Biblical madman who 

spoke of UFO's and dry bones, of Apocalypse and the 

need for justice.  Join us as we tackle some of the most 

impossible passages of Scripture. The Clason Group will 

convene upstairs in room 309 on the first and third 

Sunday of each month, at 9:45 a.m. Next meeting is 

Sunday, December 7. If you have any questions, talk to 

David Vintinner. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mission Matters 
 

“Today ‘community’ isn’t just your city.  It’s the world.  And 

the facts you see on poverty, health, and education aren’t just 

numbers. These numbers are our neighbors.”          ~ Bill Gates 

      
 

These words of Bill Gates have meaning for us as we 

reach out to those in need in the name of FCC.   South 

Sudan, the Cheyenne Reservation in South Dakota, 

Families in Recovery, the Homeless Shelter, the retired 

UCC clergy….they are all our neighbors that call for us 

to respond.   How are we doing in our response?    
 

 The Water for South Sudan awareness campaign 

and fundraiser has collected $839 to date and 

changed our relation to water in our everyday 

life. 

 The Cheyenne Reservation Mission trip planning 

is moving ahead. 
 

December will focus on the Homeless with the theme of 

“A Light Shines in Darkness”.   On December 7, Andrew 

Bauer, an employee of the Shelter, will speak to us 

during our Worship service and we will invite the 

congregation to join in support of ‘Adopt a Day’ at the 

Shelter on 12/24/14.   This was the day the Shelter began 

at FCC.   This month FCC will also host the Homeless 

Memorial Service on December 22, 2014.  This is an 

activity of the Interfaith Council and other agencies in 

Stamford who serve the homeless.   
 

Being ‘neighbor’ to those in need is our mission.  We are 

grateful for FCC’s spirit of generosity and caring and 

your support as we seek to be SALT and LIGHT in our 

world. 

Your SALT shakers and LIGHT bearers,  

Paul Bingaman, Anne Mochulsky, Warren Richardson, 
Tephilla Ponnuthurai, Jean Meyer, Maureen Matthews 

 

HATS OFF! 
 

Many thanks to our chef Jill Shepherd 

and helpers Helga Downing and Wilma 

Ramazzini and Sally and Sophie 

Shepherd, who worked so well together 

to prepare a wonderful meal this month 

for New Covenant House. This is a 

much appreciated service.   
 

We are always looking for members of our church who 

would be willing to help in either the capacity of chef or 

helper.  If you are one of those people, please come and 

see me, Helga Downing, or call me at 203-359-0494 

 
 

 
 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the 

Emergency Fund reflect the light of Jesus Christ in the 

lives of the many women and men who have so faithfully 

and selflessly served, and who now find themselves facing 

unforeseen financial crises.    Look for offering envelopes 

in the Sunday bulletin on December 14 and 21.    In this 

season of gift giving, consider those who have dedicated 

their lives to carrying a light into the shadows, calling and 

helping us to do the same.  Thank you for your support of 

this special annual offering. 

 
 

HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION FOR INSPIRICA 

 
Bring a smile to a child’s face by taking part in 

Inspirica’s 25th Annual Holiday Gift Collection.  

Sponsor a child by requesting a Wish Card from a 

child in Fairfield County affected by homelessness, 

HIV/AIDS, or poverty.  Each Wish Card lists a 

child’s first name, age, gender, and two gifts that he 

or she would like to receive this holiday season. 

Please bring your unwrapped gifts and your Wish 

Card to the Donation Box Location nearest to you.  

All gifts must be received before December 10, 2014. 

 

To request a Wish Card or for more information, 

please contact Allegra Palevich or visit: 

http://inspiricact.org/holiday-gift-collection.  Your 

generosity will help ensure that no child goes without 

a gift this holiday season! 
 

 

 

Be part of our church's mission,  
support Downtown EATS  by: 

 Volunteering to help on the 2nd Saturday each month 
(10:00 a.m.-1:00p.m.) 

 Donating non-perishable food and toiletries 

This month the following items would be especially 
helpful: 

 Easy-open cans of soup, meals, tuna and fruit. 

  Small boxes of cereal. 

 All small toiletries 

Please bring donations on Sundaym December 7. 
Downtown EATS this month is December 13. 

Collections will be ongoing on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:203-359-0494


BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

Our next selection continues the art theme 

with The Art Forger by Barbara Shapiro. In 

this book, young artist Claire Roth agrees 

to forge a stolen Degas painting in 

exchange for a one woman show at a renowned art 

gallery. It is a thrilling novel about seeing – and not 

seeing – the secrets that lie beneath the canvas. It will be 

discussed on Monday, December 1. 
 

The January book is Americanah by Nigerian author 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. This is a novel of love and 

race centered around a young man and woman who face 

difficult choices and challenges as they negotiate our 

modern globalized world.  The story spans three 

continents and numerous lives.  
 

We meet in the church parlor at 7:00 PM.  All books are 

available in the church library. Everyone is welcome to 

join our group at any time.  See Kathie Laug or Pam 

Shadford if you have questions or books to suggest. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY WALK 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The December 14 walk will be at Woodland Park Nature 

Preserve in Darien. This 65 acre park has a trail system 

with ponds, a stream, footbridge, archaic stone wall, and 

ornamental plantings. Take a break from the hectic 

holiday season to enjoy a few hours appreciating nature.  

Led by Kathie Laug. 
 

Meet in the church parking lot at noon. Dress for the 

weather including appropriate footwear and bring water 

and a snack.  Talk to Kathie Laug if you have any 

questions. 

 
 

 

REVIVE! 
 

Revive, our young adult discussion group, continues 

to meet monthly.  Our monthly attendance has been 

hovering at about six people with a good core group 

of attendees, and we’ve begun brainstorming for ways 

to broaden our reach and our impact. If you know 

anyone who might like to join us, I would be happy to 

reach out with a personal invite, if you send me the 

person’s name and contact information to my email 

address:  rmgodzeno@gmail.com.  Also, if you think 

of any ways that we can serve the church and the 

community, I’d love to hear those ideas as well. 
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry! 

Rob Godzeno 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

 

With over $47,500 in contributions received since May, 

including 12 gifts from new pledgers, we are only about 

$8,000 short of our final goal of $118,000. Thank you to 

all who have supported the Capital Campaign to date. If 

you have not yet done so, please join in by submitting 

your pledge, or better still, your check! Receiving that 

final $8,000 will help get us the new organ we need and 

want, do further work on our 100-year-old bell tower, 

and upgrade our landscaping. We’re so close! 

 

Plans are afoot, coordinated by Diane Sileo, for a special 

party for all ages on Sunday evening, January 4, 2015 at 

4:30 p.m. to celebrate both the success of the Campaign 

and the Feast of the Epiphany. Mark your calendars and 

watch for details. 

Capital Campaign Committee 

Jean Meyer, chair; Wendy Avirgan; Steve Ayres 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

Two years ago, when Susan was new to our church she 

asked the question, “What would you do if this church 

no longer existed?” My first thought was that I finally 

found a church home and it’s going to close! This 

question led to many testimonials about how wonderful 

this community is and many at a loss as to what they 

would do without FCC.  At the end of that I asked Susan 

if the church was in trouble and was it closing? I was 

extremely relieved when she said it was just a way to get 

to know people and the church was not closing.  

 

That question comes to mind, now that we are having 

our stewardship campaign. Sadly, we are not doing as 

well as last year at this time. As of today we have 

received 36 pledges, for a total of $99,000. This is only 

66% of our goal of $150,00.   
 

When you pledge, you bless all of us. Our church cannot 

run without everyone’s help. As Steve Ayres said on 

Sunday, our church costs approximately $ 8000. a week 

to run effectively.  Open plate does not come close to 

meeting our expenses.  
 

I ask you now, if you have not yet pledged to please 

consider doing it today, for our community, our missions 

and for each other. In Susan’s words, What will YOU do 

without our church?  I never want to have to answer that 

question, do you? 

 
Blessings, Dawn Brusco and the Stewardship board  

Steve Ayres, Lynda Stack and Jose Padilla. 
 

 

 

 
THE CLASON GROUP  

 

The Clason Group is our no-commitment and all-ideas-



 
 

HOW OUR CRÈCHE CAME TO BE 

 
In the fall of 1987 members of the newly commissioned 

Board of Parish Life met to explore ideas for enhancing 

the life of the parish.  One suggestion was to place a 

Crèche on the front lawn of the church during Advent.  

At one time there had been a manger scene with live 

animals in Latham Park. This was discontinued because 

of the Church-State issue.  A Crèche project was too 

much for the Board to undertake immediately and the 

idea was set aside for action later.  Helen Croot, Chair of 

the Board, kept the idea in her thoughts. Helen suggested 

to the 1987 Friendship Fair Committee that the project be 

underwritten with funds from the fair.  Five hundred 

dollars was allocated to purchase needed materials. 

 

Bob Godzeno succeeded Helen as Chair of the Parish 

Life Board in 1988. He began looking for a design for 

use in making a Crèche.  There were plenty of pictures, 

but no designs.  He consulted Bud Smith who recalled 

that the EZ-Build Company had marketed patterns for 

handicraft workers, but had discontinued the line.  A 

friend of Bud’s in the hardware business still had an EZ-

Build pattern for a Crèche with full-sized figures.  Bud 

purchased it for five dollars. The instructions included 

paper patterns, a material list, and directions on tracing 

and painting cut-out figures.  Bud agreed to cut out the 

figures and to construct the stable described in the 

instructions.  He revised the plans to make it easier to 

dismantle and store the stable. Bob Godzeno transported 

the lumber from the lumber yard. He delivered the 

lumber for the framework to Bud Smith and the plywood 

for the figures, and the sides, back and roof of the stable 

to George Clarke’s garage for staining and tracing the 

figures. After this was done, the plywood was taken to 

Bud Smith to be cut out, and then brought back to the 

Clarke’s where Bob and George painted one side white 

and the other side black.   

 
(continued next column) 

  

 

Bob took the figures to his home in Norwalk to trace 

details from the paper patterns and to indicate the 

location of each color. Betty Ayres and assistant pastor 

Barbara Libby helped with the painting, introducing our 

young people to “painting by numbers.”   

 

By November 17, 1988 the painting was completed. 

 

Erection of the Crèche on the front lawn of the church 

was planned for November 27.  Bud Smith, Jim 

Moninger, Bob Godzeno and George Clarke managed to 

assemble the stable before rain halted the work.  The 

figures were put in place November 29.  A spotlight was 

centered on the crèche. It was dedicated December 4. 

 

Those who helped:  

Youth: Amy Ayres, Joshua Barratt,  

Sherry Condaris, Robby Godzeno, Emily Herr, Cindy 

Signore, Lauren Sileo, Buffer Works  

 

Adults: Eleanor Appling, Elizabeth and Steve Ayres, 

Linda Condaris, Bob, Jeanne and Robby Godzeno, James 

Moninger, Ivan  (Bud)  Smith,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Barbara Arata, George Clarke, Helen Croot,  

Barbara Libby,  Lidabelle Pollard             

                 

Each year thereafter at Thanksgiving time volunteers are 

recruited by Bob Godzeno to help erect the crèche and 

later near New Year’s to disassemble it for storage in the 

closet off the carpenter shop.  

 

I thought you might enjoy the story and appreciate my 

faithful crew, many of whom have helped countless 

times in good weather and at times really bad weather.  

One member always jokes that once you join the crèche 

crew, you’re on it for life. I certainly hope she’s right; 

new volunteers are always welcome.  Thanks, crèche 

crew for being part of this fun-filled holiday tradition. 

                                                                                                                

Bob Godzeno 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY! 

 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY IN THE EVENING 

 JANUARY 4, 2015 

4:30 P.M. 

 

Join us as for a 

 

 Celebration of the end of our successful Capital Campaign 

 

 Dedication of the restored bell tower lighting and bell 

 

 Procession to the crèche with our gifts: 

o Food and toiletries for Downtown EATS 

o Donations for our Thrift Shop 

o Monetary gifts to support our church’s mission 

  

 Light supper in the dining room 

o Homemade soup! 

o Epiphany cakes (surprises baked inside)! 

o Crowns for everyone! 

o Prizes for Magi costumes and crown decorations! 

o Camel rides! (well, maybe not) 

 

Call the church office (203-323-0200) to RSVP and volunteer.  

Questions? Call Diane Sileo (203-536-9532). Drop-ins will be welcome, too! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Join Us for Advent 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Advent Bible Study 

Tuesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23 

7:00 p.m. Parlor 

 

 
The Greening of the Sanctuary 

Sunday, November 30, 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
Gifting Tree Sunday 

Sunday, December 7, 12:00 noon 
 

Church Open House 

with Hot Cocoa and Cookies 

(in conjunction with Heights and Lights) 

Sunday, December 7, 5:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Christmas Pageant and Christmas Tea 

Sunday, December 21, 10:30am 
 
 

 
 

Homeless Persons Memorial Service 

Monday, December 22, 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve Service 

Tuesday, December 24, 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

First Congregational Church, 1 Walton Place, Stamford, CT   www.fccstamford.org 

 



 

First Congregational Church 
Walton Place 
Stamford, CT  06901 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Keep us informed! 

 

If you are hospitalized, please call the 

church office and let us know.   

We would like to include you in our 

prayers and visit you! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Crossroads is published monthly by  
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OF STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 
Member of the United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Walton Place, Stamford, CT  06901 
Telephone:  203 323-0200 / Fax:  203 348-2270 

www.fccstamford.org / fccstamford@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
The 17th Anniversary of World Aids Day 

Interfaith Service 
 

A Service of Remembrance, Awareness, Hope and Healing 
 

Monday, December 1, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

First United Methodist Church 
42 Cross Road (next to Lord & Taylor) 

Stamford, CT   
For more information call 203-324-1323 

 

 

http://www.fccstamford.org/

