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Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:45 a.m.

Chancel choir rehearsal


9:45 a.m.

Clason Group – room 309


10:30 a.m.

Worship—Sanctuary 





Christmas Pageant


12:00 noon

Christmas Tea

12:00 noon

Sanctuary reserved
Monday

9:30 a.m.

Fusion Dance Class


5:30 p.m.

Homeless Persons Memorial
Wednesday 

Christmas Eve

10:00 p.m.

Festival of Lessons and Carols

Thursday


Christmas Day




Church building and office closed

Friday


Church building and office closed
Next Sunday

First Sunday after Christmas

8:45 a.m.

Chancel choir rehearsal


10:30 a.m.

Worship—Sanctuary 


12:00 noon

Sanctuary reserved

12:30 p.m.

Chapel reserved

~

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Dining Room

Overeaters Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Room 309

 Al-Anon:  Wednesdays, 12 noon—Room 308
The church building and office are open weekdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Church Directory

Ministers—All the people

Interim Senior Pastor—Reverend Susan Gibson

Organist and Choir Director—Timothy Wallace

Administrative Assistant—Peggy Kittle

Sexton—Flor Beltran

Phone:  203 323-0200; Fax:  203 348-2270

Website:  www.fccstamford.org
Email:  fccstamford@gmail.com


	
	The First Congregational Church
Gathered 1635
Member of the United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation

Walton Place

Stamford, Connecticut  06901
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2014
[image: image4.wmf]
No matter who you are, 

no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this

United Church of Christ congregation.








	Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2014
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 *All that are able please stand.

Please silence cell phones. 
~
Prelude


Timothy Wallace

Welcome and Announcements

Introit


Chancel Choir
People, Look  East
Words:  Eleanor Farjeon;  Music:  French carol
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Used with permission from Liturgy for the Whole Church, Susan K. Bock, Copyright 2008, Church Publishing

The evening of the year is upon us

We enter the darkness and wait for light’s return

We light one candle to remind us of God’s light which has come to us all through the Christ

We open our hearts to that light, and ask for help to shine with the brilliance of love.

We light a second candle to remind us of the light of justice in the prophets’ words.

We open our hearts to the light of justice and ask for help to create a just world.

We light a third candle to remind us of John, who calls us to wade in the waters of new life.

We open our hearts to our own lights, enkindled in baptism, and ask for help to carry that light into a dark world.  

We light a fourth candle to remind us that visions and angels may still light our way.

We open our hearts to light from heaven, and ask for help bravely to believe in our dreams.  

All our waiting is a waiting for God

God of our hearts, we wait for you alone.  

*Hymn
One Candle is Lit (vv.1-4)





Chalice #128
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A Child's Christmas Prayer

The stars that shine at Christmas 

Shine on throughout the year,

Jesus, born so long ago, 

Still gathers with us here,

We listen to his stories, 

We learn to say his prayer,

We follow in his footsteps, 

And we learn to love and share. Amen.
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	Life of the Community

December 21, 2014
~

There will be no Bible Study this Tuesday, December 23rd.  
Bible Study will resume January 13th.  Watch the Crossroads, Facebook, and the Sunday bulletin for further information!
~
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Festival of Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve Service

Tuesday, December 24, 10:00p.m.
~

Save the date!  Revive, our young adult discussion group, will not meet on our regular date in December (December 21st).  Instead, the group is invited to attend a “holiday left-over” party at the home of our members Jen and Rob Godzeno, to be held in the afternoon on Saturday, December 27th.  Please join us for a little extra Christmas, good food and board games.  Details will be sent to the Revive group email list closer to that date.  To be added to the list or for general information about Revive, please email Rob at rmgodzeno@gmail.com.  In January, Revive will resume our usual schedule of meeting on the third Sunday of each month at noon.

Want to be informed of the latest goings on at First Congregational?  Please, email fccstamford@gmail.com to join our church mailing list.  Also, we do have an e-mail prayer chain.  If you’d like to join this, please email us and request to be added to this list.  

FCC is on Facebook! (We’re at First Congregational Church of Stamford.) Check out our Facebook page for up-to-date information on what is happening around here!  While you’re at it, check out our webpage (www.fccstamford.org) for information on our history and ministries.  
Visit our Church Library, located across from the Parlor.

Keep us informed!  If you are hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know.  We would like to include you in our prayers and visit
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	Confession
Used with permission from Liturgy for the Whole Church, Susan K. Bock, Copyright 2008, Church Publishing

Emmanuel, we want to believe you are with us dwelling in this and every moment,

But we pine for the past and rush toward the future

We want to be found wide awake, alert with love, as you appear in this and every moment,

But we slumber through and laze away the miracle of ordinary days.

We want to wait for you alone, with desire and hope,

But our trust fails, our longing grows cold, and our hope dims.

We want to make room in our hearts, a safe and warm place, for you to be born,

But we close our hearts, and harden them to you and your people.  

We confess our failures at love

We are sorry; we ask your forgiveness.
Words of Assurance
Sung Response

Lift Up Your Head, O Mighty Gates (v.2)


Chalice #129

Fling wide the portals of your heart;

Make it a temple set apart

From earthly use for heaven’s employ

Adorned with prayer and love and joy.  
Passing of the Peace

The Christmas Story


Hymn
O Come, O Come Emmanuel


Chalice #119
 
Scripture
Luke 2:1-3





Luke 2:7-8


Hymn
Away in the Manger  (verses 1 and 2)
Chalice #147

Scripture
Luke 2:8-12

Hymn
Angels We Have Heard on High
Chalice #155

Hymn
Go Tell It On the Mountain


Chalice #167

Scripture
Matthew 2:9b-12

Hymn
We Three Kings (verses 1 and 5)
Chalice #172

Hymn
Joy to the World





Chalice#143
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	Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer
The  Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory

Mary, Did You Know?






Mark Lowry
John Taylor Thomas, baritone-bass
Sung Response


What can I give him, Poor as I am?


If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;


If I were a wise man, I would do my part;


Yet, what I can I give him—


Give him my heart.

(In the Bleak Midwinter, verse 4)
Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn
Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn
Chalice #138
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	Benediction

Choral Benediction
O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life(v.1)
Chalice #432


O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life,

Be with us now, we pray

Direct our steps as we go forth

To do your will this day. 

Postlude
Timothy Wallace
~

Welcome Tabernacle of the Holy Spirit Sunday School!  We’ve had a great time working on the Pageant together!  Let’s do it again next year!
Thank you to Karen Garzon, Lori Constantine, Kathie Laug, and Jan Fuechsel for all your work in organizing this wonderful Pageant!  

~
Life of the Community

December 21, 2014
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Please join us after the worship service in the Parlor 
for our annual Christmas Tea.  

Lynne Koellner is our host and refreshments are provided by the generous donations of our members.

We welcome Children to our worship!  Children’s bulletins and pencils available; if you prefer, childcare for infants – 5 year-olds available during worship in the upstairs nursery with caregivers, Elfriede Mallin and Margaret Simpson.  An usher can direct you.  
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