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WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY10:30 A.M. 
 

June 7 Second Sunday  
  Holy Communion, Deacons Fund  

  and Food Trunk Offering 

 

June 14   Third Sunday after Pentecost   

          

June 21 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

June 28 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 
 

******************************* 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY FLOWER MEMORIALS 

 

 
 

To donate flowers for our Sunday worship 

service, contact the church office for more 

information or to request a form. The cost for a 

bouquet to decorate the chancel is $60. Checks 

should be made payable to FCC Stamford with 

“Flowers” in the memo section and may be 

mailed to the church or placed in the offering 

plate on Sunday.  Please contact the office for 

open dates. 
 

 
 

  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S DESK 
 

JUNE 2015 
 

~ 
 

“Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise the words of 

prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good.” 

    1 Thessalonians 5:19-21  

 

 

It is my experience that churches understand Paul’s 

admonition to test the Spirit—to ask the questions that 

insure we remain faithful to our mission.  We ask the 

necessary questions about the finances, Christian 

education, worship, leadership, and stewardship.  We 

make sure that everyone remembers and knows about 

our traditions and our history.  We like to test things out!   

 

However, I do find that for churches, testing the Spirit 

can come dangerously close to quenching the Spirit.  So, 

I want to encourage you, as you consider the Copperlines 

Developers’ proposal:   

 

  Don’t quench the Spirit. 

  Take a risk for love 

  Be courageous in mission 

  Listen to one another 

  Risk changing your mind   

  Speak up and share your insights 

  Pray for wisdom and guidance.   

  Commit to growing in love 

  Don’t quench the Spirit.   

 

And remember….   

 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human 

heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who 

love him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

 

Susan 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



COUNCIL 

 CORNER 
 

There will be an all-church meeting on August 9, 2015 to 

vote on the development proposal received by the 

Trustees. 
 

Anne Firmender was voted in as clerk – Corrine Taylor 

was voted onto the Missions Board. 
 

June 7 there will be a Barbecue Fundraiser after church 

to raise funds for the Simply Smiles Mission Trip. 
 

The next meeting of the Prudential Council is on June 10 

at 7 p.m.  All are welcome!      Anne Firmender, Clerk 

 
 

The Thrift Shop  

 
will be open Saturday June 20, 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Please come and bring and/or tell friends! 
 

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up on the sign-up 

sheet in the parlor or speak with one of the Thrift Shop 

committee members: 
 

Kathie Laug, Pam Riley, Elfriede Mallin, 

Helga Downing, Candice Bryan or Jean Meyer. 
 

Donations of men’s clothing and shoes are needed! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
                                    

 
 

What a joy that our new organ was installed  

in time for May 24th, Pentecost Sunday! 
 

If we would have envisioned the perfect Sunday for the 

new organ's appearance, we might have chosen a more 

celebratory holiday like Easter or Christmas, but I think 

Pentecost was very fitting.   
 

On Pentecost, the disciples preached the gospel to a large 

crowd of people who had gathered from all over the 

world.  Even though the people spoke many different 

languages, through God's spirit, each of them heard the 

disciples' message in his or her own native tongue.  That 

miracle was crucial to the early establishment and 

worldwide reach of Christianity.  
 

Music, too, is a form of expression and spirituality that 

transcends earthly divisions like language, background, 

gender and status.  May our new organ help us to reach a 

special place in the souls of all who hear it. 
 

Special thanks/congratulations goes out to the Capital 

Campaign Committee (Wendy Avirgan, Steve Ayres and 

Jean Meyer) for their hard work getting the capital 

campaign over the finish line; to the Music Board, which 

raised and saved money in the separate Organ Fund to 

help cover the expense; Tim Wallace, for helping guide 

the selection of the organ and who now gets to learn how 

to use all its new features(!) and to everyone who 

donated time, talent and treasure to make the organ a 

reality.    
  

The organ will be outfitted soon with a plaque 

commemorating gifts toward the organ in memory of my 

grandparents, George and Lois Clarke. It is a great honor 

to have a beautiful and integral instrument named for 

them, and to remember them whenever we hear the new 

organ.         Rob Godzeno 

 
 

 

 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

June 7:  1 Sam 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, 

(11:14-15); Ps 138 or Gen 3:8-15; Ps 130;  

2 Cor 4:13-5:1 
 

June 14:  1 Sam 15:34-16:13; Ps 20 or Ezek 

17:22-24; Ps 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Cor 5:6-10, (11-13), 

14-17; Mark 4:26-34 
 

June 21:  1 Sam 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 or 

Sam 17:57-18:5, 18:10-16; Ps 133; Ps 9:9-20 or 

Job 38:1-11; Ps 107: 1-3, 23-32; 2 Cor 6:1-13; 
Mark 4:35-41 
 

June 28:  2 Sam 1:1, 17-27; Ps 130 or  

Wis of Sol. 1:13-15, 2:23-24; Ps 30; 2 Cor 8:7-15; 

Mark 5:21-43 
 

 

 
 

JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

3 Jerri Thomas 
5 Luisa Siladi 
6 Walter Mattson  
11 Althea Tenca 
12 Ray Strickland 
13 Betty Ayres 
20    Colleen Thomas 
22 Tephilla Ponnuthurai 
25 Kayla Strickland and June Washiewicz 
26 Andrew Heath 
28 Kathie Laug 
29 Russ Bulkley 
 

 

 

 

 



REVIVE 

 

Revive, our young adult discussion group continues to 

meet regularly.  On May 17 a group of five of us met to 

discuss the scriptures from that Sunday (Acts 1:1-11, 

Ephesians 1:11-25).  We talked about the Ascension of 

Christ as told in the Acts passage and wondered how the 

disciples must have felt.  The passage tells us they were 

still confused about Jesus’ plan, as they were looking for 

Jesus to install a powerful, tangible kingdom on earth.  

Instead he left them, confused, scared and powerless, to 

be his representatives and change the world through their 

words and actions and the Holy Spirit.  We discussed the 

“glorious inheritance” described in the Ephesians passage 

and that featured prominently in Susan’s sermon that 

week.  That inheritance is one of faith and hope that we 

can change the world and in doing so, become 

transformed ourselves.  We were happy to have Susan 

Gibson join us for the latter part of our meeting, although 

by that time, our conversation had drifted off to talk of 

the speed of technological development and whether 

computers and artificial intelligence could one day render 

faith meaningless.  The group was split between 

optimists and pessimists on that question!   Rob Godzeno 

      

   

      

NORTHFIELD CEMETERY 

SPRING CLEAN-UP, CARE AND RESTORATION 

 
Six members of FCC, two neighbors and Andrew Melillo 

and his three friends worked for five-plus hours on 

Saturday May 2.  Much work was accomplished.  

Andrew is interested in pursuing a restoration of the 

cemetery (through his 501(c) (3)).  He made discoveries 

about numerous stones as they were uncovered on that 

Saturday.  He also removed the debris with his truck, a 

usual expense for FCC Trustees.  
 

Andrew Melillo with a crew of five will be working at 

the cemetery on Saturday's from 9:00 to 1:00, May 30, 

June 20, June 27, July 18, July 25, and August 15.  
 

If you are interested and able to help, he would 

appreciate your participation!  He will be mowing, weed 

whacking, trying to rid the stone walls of poison ivy and 

continuing to uncover stones. 
 

He has made a schedule of days he will be working at the 

cemetery through December 2015.  Thanks to his work, 

many felled stones will be restored and FCC will not 

have to cover the maintenance cost for the cemetery this 

year.            Jean Meyer 

 

 
 

 

THE SEARCH IS ON 
 

Please keep the newly formed pastoral 

search committee in your prayers as 

they begin the search for our next 

minister.  
 

Our work has been made easier by the wonderful 

work of the Visioning Committee, by the Holy 

Cow survey, and by the renewed spiritual 

awareness of you, the Congregants of FCC 

Stamford.   
 

While our search process is confidential we will 

keep you informed of our progress as we continue 

our work. With thanks & blessings, 
 

Joseph Belisle, Dawn Brusco,  

Rob Godzeno (ex-officio), Tom Jenkins,  

Kathie Laug, Godfrey Ponnuthurai, Ellen Taylor 
 

2015 Pastoral Search Committee 
 

 
SECOND SUNDAY WALK 

 

The June 14 walk will be at Rockefeller State 

Park in Pleasantville, NY.  We will stroll 

along the carriage roads built by John D. 

Rockefeller that wind through woods and meadows past 

lakes and streams.  There should be some flowers in 

bloom. Led by Kathie Laug.  Meet in FCC parking lot at 

noon.  See Kathie Laug if you have any questions. 

 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

On Monday, June 1, we will discuss  

Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker by Jennifer 

Chiaverini.  This work of historical 

fiction details the stunning friendship 

that developed between Mary Todd 

Lincoln and her seamstress, a former slave. 
 

The next book will be The Orphan Train by Christina 

Baker Kline.  This novel is based on fact; in the mid -19
th
 

century orphans from eastern cities were routinely taken 

west by train and given to anyone who would have them.  

Some found good homes but many did not.  The book 

juxtaposes two lives -- that of Molly, a foster child of the 

current generation and Vivian, an elderly woman who 

rode the orphan train as a child. Date to be determined.  
 

After that we will read Winterdance: The Fine Madness 

of Running the Iditarod by Gary Paulson. It is a 

fascinating and entertaining depiction of how one man 

lives out his dream of running in the Iditarod - the annual 

1,000+ mile sled-dog race between Anchorage and 

Nome. Date to be determined. 
 

We meet in the church parlor at 7:00 p.m.  All books are 

available in the church library. We are looking for 

suggestions for future books. See Kathie Laug or Pam 
Shadford if you have questions or books to suggest. 

 
 



 

 
 

“Service to the community and towards others is so 

incredibly important because our world is filled with 

equals who do not have equal opportunity”  
Yoonjong Lee, a Simply Smiles volunteer. 

 

Our last meeting was held in Latham Park, complete with 

guest participants, lots of children playing, a drone 

appearance and one lively puppy that everyone fell in 

love with.  Meeting in public spaces reminds us that 

being mission happens in the midst of life.  We always 

learn something new and sometimes “guests” become 

new Mission Board members.  Welcome Corrine Taylor 

 

Mission updates include: 

 

• Thrift Shop - Saturday opening is bringing in 

 new customers. 

 

• Downtown EATS served 60 guests in April. 

 

• Peace Prayer Procession is scheduled for June 

 7th at 2PM 

 

• Living Voice Chorus for people with dementia 

 and their care partners will gather at Atria on 

 June 7th at 3PM 

 

Our special focus is on the Mission Trip.  Supplies for 

our camp program with the children have already been 

sent to South Dakota.   We want everyone at FCC to be a 

part of the Mission Trip so please come out to support the 

volunteers on June 7th for a community fundraising 

barbecue!   

 
 

Anne Mochulsky, Tephilla Ponnuthurai,  

Katie McAllister, Anne Firmender, Warren Richardson, 

Maureen Matthews, Rev. Susan Gibson, and Jean Meyer 
 

 

 

 

 

 CALLING ALL CHEFS! 
 

 

Many thanks to Elfriede Mallin and 

Candice and Joe Bryan who worked so 

well in preparing a wonderful meal for 

New Covenant House in April. 

This is a much appreciated service!  

 

Are you are interested in helping to prepare and serve a 

meal?  We are always looking for members of our 

church who would be willing to help in either the 

capacity of chef or helper.  If you are one of those 

people, please come and see me, Helga Downing, or 

call me at 203-359-0494. 
 

~ 
 

A BARBECUE, SUNDAY, JUNE 7, AFTER WORSHIP 
 

Sponsored by the Mission Trip Volunteers to the 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Reservation. 

Come, enjoy lunch and support the volunteers and 

the mission of FCC 
 

 
 

Suggested donations $10 - $15 
 

“Sometimes when God wants to teach you something 

He sends you on a journey.” 

~ 
 

 
 

 

Be part of our church's mission,  
support Downtown EATS  by: 

 Volunteering to help on the 2nd Saturday each 
month (10 a.m.-1:00p.m.) 

 Donating non-perishable food and toiletries 

Our pantry supplies are low! 

Donations needed and appreciated! 
This month the following items would be especially helpful: 

 Easy-open cans of tuna fish and meals, small 
boxes of cereal. 

 All small toiletries, tooth brushes & paste, razors 

Please bring donations on Sunday, June 7. 
Downtown EATS this month is June 13. 

 

Collections will be ongoing  
on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 

 

 

tel:203-359-0494


 
 

 

 

 

A multimillion dollar moment in our life together 
 

On May 24, the Trustees announced an opportunity that affects the whole congregation.   

A local developer has approached FCC Stamford with a potential offer to rejoin our lot with the 

property we formerly owned -- that most recently was home to a natural food market -- and then 

to act on the development rights we own to build a residential complex on the rejoined property.  

The new building and parking deck would replace our parking lot and the addition we built in the 

middle of the past century. (See the attached ROUGH before and after photos.)  Although formal 

plans have not been drawn up, we expect the final plan to preserve 60 parking spaces for us and to 

include a new community room for our exclusive use. 

The opportunity was proposed at the church council’s May meeting, and received unanimous 

support.  Some saw it as a way for us to remake and refresh our property in service of worship and 

missions as expressed in recent visioning meetings, others as a solution to long term maintenance 

and budgeting issues. With council’s full support, the trustees have formed a subcommittee to 

explore the benefits and risks of the project. 

Of course, no action will be taken without a congregational vote.   

We have scheduled a congregational meeting for this vote on Sunday, August 9, and someone 

will be on hand after worship for each of the Sundays between now and then to hear your 

concerns and hopes about what this project might bring.  Feel free to also reach out to David 

Vintinner or Doug Wyse directly, so they can bring your ideas to the attention of the 

subcommittee. 

May all we consider this moment faithfully, as it will shape our church for future generations. 

 

 

Your Trustees, 

David  Vintinner and Stu Constantine 

 
 

 

 



 

First Congregational Church 
Walton Place 
Stamford, CT  06901 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Keep us informed! 

 

If you are ill or hospitalized or have any 

concerns, please call the church office or 

let any of the Deacons know.  

  

We would like to include you in our 

prayers and visit you! 
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