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We aspire to be a community drawn together by God  

and inspired by Christ’s courage, who 
 

Lives by faith 

Practices radical compassion 

Affirms all God’s children 

Embraces transformation of ourselves, our church,  

and the broader community 

Nurtures spiritual growth in ways that speak to a changing world.  
      Vision Statement  Adopted February 1, 2015 

  

 FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
November 29, 2015 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Please turn off cell phones. 
 

 
PRELUDE  

Creator of the Stars of Night Sarum Plainsong  

Setting by Timothy Wallace 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT 

       

INTROIT       Chancel Choir 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Latin Carol 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Godzeno Family 
Used with permission, Candlelighting Liturgy from the United Church of Christ Pension Boards,  
 

This is the day we begin our journey to the Child, His Mother and the 

manger.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.  

It is a journey shrouded in a fading sun and a growing uncertainty as the 

world turns cold. And we journey anyway.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.  

We journey because we are drawn to God’s light at the end: it is God’s 

promise, borne into our lives.  

May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.  

This is the day we begin our journey. May we kindle God’s light within us, 

together, as we journey on.  

 

Lighting the Advent Candle  

We light this candle in HOPE. We bring this light of hope with us, together, 

on this journey. Hope comes from the Child and our hope is dedicated to the 

Child lying in a manger. Seeking goodness only, for our neighbors and for 

ourselves, may we kindle God’s light of hope within us.  

 

HYMN   

When God Is A Child (vv. 1)   Chalice #132  
   

   Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

   Leading us on till the morning is bright 

   When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
   The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong 

   And none shall be afraid 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Good and gracious God, God of darkness and light, God of hope and 

fear, help us take one step closer to you, toward the joy of unity with 

you. In this candle light, show us that the power of hope silences 

doubts and fears. Take this light, small but mighty, and magnify it 

within us until our hope chases away all shadows around our church, 

our community, our nations and our world. Amen.  

 

 
 

SUNG RESPONSE     
Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates (v. 2) Chalice #129 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart 

 Make it a temple set apart 
 From earthly use for heaven’s employ 

 Adorned with prayer and love and joy.   

 
 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

BAPTISM 

~Sky Malaysia Goodwin~ 

~Madison Dawn Ramsey~ 

 

~Mother Tricia Reed~ 

~Godparents Vanessa and Patricia Jackson~ 

 

 Congregational Assent   
 Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer Sky 

 and Madison the gift of grace in baptism.  Do you, who witness and 

 celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care as they 

 live and grow in Christ?   

 We promise our love and support. 

 

 Sung Response 
 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

 Marked with the sign of Christ, our king; 

 born of one Father, we are his children. 
 Joyfully now, God's praise we sing. 
 

 Tune: " Morning has broken" 
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 ANTHEM 

Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                          French carol, 17th century 

       Arr. by Gustav Holst 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand. Ponder 

nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand, Christ our Lord to earth 

descendeth our full homage to demand. 
 

King of Kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, Lord of Lords in 

human vesture in the Body and the Blood, He will give to all the faithful His own 

self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way as the light of 

light descendeth from the realms of endless day that the pow’rs of hell may 

vanish as the darkness clears away. 
 

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with sleepless eye, veil their faces to 

the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya, Lord 

most High. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE      
Jeremiah 33:14-16   Old Testament, p. 738 

Luke 21:25-36    New Testament, pp.85,86  

 

REFLECTION             
 

 

HYMN 

Come, O Long-expected Jesus Chalice #125 

 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 

THE  LORD’S PRAYER    
    

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

 come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

 daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
. 
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PRAYER RESPONSE   Chancel Choir 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel                                       Chalice #134 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE OFFERINGS 
 
 

 

OFFERTORY        Chancel Choir 

In Everything I Do                                              Cindy Berry 

Frances McGovern, soprano 

 
SUNG  RESPONSE  
 

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 Yet, what can I give him—Give him my heart. 

(In the Bleak Midwinter, verse 4) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
HYMN 

Christians All, Your Lord is Coming Chalice #136 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
 

SUNG BENEDICTION  
Go Now in Peace   Chalice #437 

Go now in peace, go now in peace 

May the love of God surround you everywhere 
Everywhere you go. 

. 
 
 

POSTLUDE     Timothy Wallace 
 

~ 
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LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 

November 15, 2015 
 
 

 

Please join us for hospitality (light refreshments and fellowship).  

 
 

Heights & Lights – Volunteers Needed!!  Downtown Stamford’s annual 

Heights & Lights celebration is Sunday, December 6th.  We will open Sanctuary 

and hand out hot chocolate and baked goods during the tree lighting, starting 

around 5:30 pm.  We could use a few more volunteers to cook baked goods in 

advance or to be at church to help during the event.  Day-of volunteers are 

needed for times between 4:30 and 7:30 pm.   To volunteer, please email or call 

Rob Godzeno (rmgodzeno@gmail.com; 203-451-1258) or use the sign-up sheet 

in the Parlor. 
 

 

The Thrift Shop is open every Thursday 10-3 and the third Saturday of each 

month 10-2 (December 19).  The Thrift Shop will also be open after church 

on Sunday, December 6, so you can shop for Christmas items! 
 

 

FCC is again Adopting December 24 at Pacific House, Shelter for the 

Homeless.  In remembrance of starting the first Homeless Shelter in Stamford in 

our Dining Room, we chose to fund December 24 in the “Adopt a Day” program 

again this year.  The cost to run the shelter for one day is $2,500.  If you would 

like to be a part of this outreach, please make a check out to FCC with the 

notation “Pacific House, December 24”. 
 

 

We welcome Children to our worship!  Children’s bulletins and pencils 

available; if you prefer, childcare for infants – 5 year-olds available during 

worship in the upstairs nursery with caregiver, Elfriede Mallin. An usher can 

direct you.   

 

 

Want to be informed of the latest goings on at First Congregational?  
Please, email fccstamford@gmail.com to join our church mailing list.  Also, we 

do have an e-mail prayer chain.  If you’d like to join this, please email us and 

request to be added to this list.   

 

Visit our Church Library, located across from the Parlor. 

 

Keep us informed! If you are ill or hospitalized or have any concerns call the 

church office or let the Deacons know (fccstamforddeacons@gmail.com). We 

would like to include you in our prayers and visit you!  
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"God dreams for us today. Today, at this moment, 

God has an image and hope for what we are becoming. 

We should not let God dream alone." 
       Dorothy Sölle 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Farewell, Rev. Susan Gibson! 
 

After faithfully pastoring our flock for nearly three years, our 

Interim Pastor, Rev. Susan Gibson, has received her next call to 

serve as interim pastor of a congregation in Massachusetts.  

Susan’s last Sunday with us will be January 3, 2016.  

 

The congregation is invited to a special reception at the church 

on Saturday, January 2, 2016 at 5 PM to thank Susan for her 

pastoral leadership and celebrate our time together. 

 

Our Pastoral Search Committee continues their hard work toward 

identifying and calling our next pastor.  Anticipating a likely gap 

of sometime between Susan’s departure and the installation of 

our next pastor, the Search Committee and our Deacons will 

work together to ensure continuity of worship services and 

pastoral care after Susan’s departure.  We expect to have more 

information and a plan ready to announce to the congregation in 

mid-December. 
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 THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Gathered 1635 

Walton Place 

Stamford, Connecticut  06901 

Member of the United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

Today    

    First Sunday of Advent 

 8:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal   

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary 

 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 
 

Monday        

 9:30 a.m.  Fusion Dance Class 

 7:00 p.m.  Book Discussion 
 

Tuesday 
 12:00 noon  Library Committee 

 6:30 p.m.  Advent Vespers Service 
 7:00 p.m.  Mankind Project 

Wednesday   

 12:00 noon  Sanctuary Open for prayer and reflection (until 2:00 p.m.) 
 7:00 p.m.  Rainbow Café—Room 309 

Thursday 

 10:00 a.m.   Thrift Shop 

 7:00 p.m.  YEAH—Room 309 

 7:00 p.m.  New World Chorus—Parlor 
    

Saturday 

 1:00 p.m.  Parlor  reserved for Dance Class 
       

Next Sunday  Second Sunday of Advent 

    Holy Communion, Deacons Fund & Food Trunk Offering 

    Gifting Tree Sunday 
 8:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal   

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary 

 12:00 noon  Thrift Shop Open 
 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 

 3:00 p.m.  Dining Room reserved (until 6:00 p.m.) 
 5:30 p.m.  Sanctuary open for Heights and Lights celebration 

  
  
 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Dining Room 

Overeaters Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Room 309 

 Al-Anon:  Wednesday and Fridays, 12 noon—Room 308 
Anorexics and Bulimics Anonymous, Tuesdays, 12 noon—Room 308 

The church building and office are open weekdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 

 

Church Directory 
Ministers—All the people 

 Interim Senior Pastor—Rev. Susan Gibson 

Organist and Choir Director—Timothy Wallace 

Administrative Assistant—Peggy Kittle 

Phone:  203 323-0200; Fax:  203 348-2270 

Website:  www.fccstamford.org 

Email:  fccstamford@gmail.com 

fccstamforddeacons@gmail.com 
 

 

http://www.fccstamford.org/
mailto:fccstamford@gmail.com
mailto:fccstamforddeacons@gmail.com

