
REIGN OF CHRIST 
November 22, 2015 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Please silence cell phones.  
 

 

 

PRELUDE Timothy Wallace 

 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE HOUR & LIGHTING THE CANDLE 
 Adrian Holloway, Acolyte 

 

INTROIT Chancel Choir 

Rejoice, for This Is the Day 

Words:  Psalm 118:  24; Music: Timothy Alexandre Wallace 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Adapted from Revolution by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, http://rev-o-lution.org. 
 

The floods may come, the droughts may last; 

God’s faithfulness endures forever. 

Scarcity causes us to lock down in fear; 

God’s abundance opens the doors to freedom. 

Leaders will fall and fail us; 

God’s wisdom guides us into new life. 

Come, worship God, who is trustworthy and faithful; 

Give honor, praise, and glory to God in this time of worship. 

 

HYMN 

For the Beauty of the Earth Chalice #56 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Adapted from Revolution by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, http://rev-o-lution.org 
 

Almighty God, we aren’t quite certain that we can trust You. Instead we turn to our own 

striving and the dream of worldly success and wealth. We can’t quite believe that there is 

enough for all.  Forgive us for our foolishness and striving. Forgive us for our mistrust of 

Your ways of justice, mercy, and service. In the name of Christ, who gave up his life so we 

might live, we pray. Amen.  
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 WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

 

SUNG RESPONSE 

On Eagle’s Wings Chalice #77 

And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of my hands. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 

 

ANTHEM Chancel Choir 

With heart and hands                                          John Rutter 

 

For all the blessings you have granted us, Lord, give us thankful hearts we pray.  For life and 

health and happiness, and for the gift of each new day; for all our families and loved ones, the 

friends we meet along our way, we thank you, Lord.  They are your gifts.   

 

Lord we praise you, Lord we bless you.  In your service let us all your love repay.  Look all 

around you.  You’ll see a miracle or two.  Every valley, hill and mountain is calling to you.  For 

all the wonders of creation, a world whose marvels we behold, where winter turns to spring 

again, the changing scenes of life unfold.  But there is One who never changes, through all 

eternity the same.  Be with us Lord forevermore.  Alleluia, Lord, we praise your Holy Name.  

 

 

SCRIPTURE Steve Ayres 

I Kings 17:8-16 Old Testament,p.324 

Mark 12:38-44 New Testament, pp.49, 50 

 

 

REFLECTION 

 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP  Steve Ayres 

  

HYMN  

Take My Gifts Chalice #381  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS   

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 
 

THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is  

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE      Chancel Choir 

For Each Day of Life We Thank You (vs. 1)          Chalice #605 

 

For each day of life we thank you, God, the giver of all days; 

and with hearts filled with thanksgiving, 

we would serve you, now, always. Amen. 

  
   

INVITATION TO SHARE OFFERINGS AND PRESENT PLEDGES    

 

OFFERTORY 

Expectants (expectavi Domninum)                       Camille Saint-Saens 

from Oratorio de Noel 

Britney Simone, mezzo-soprano 

 

DOXOLOGY       Chalice #46 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him all creatures here below; 

Praise him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

HYMN          

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending   Chalice #606 
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  BENEDICTION  

  

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION   

God, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing      Chalice #439  
 

Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound; 

Ever faithful, ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 

       
 

 

POSTLUDE 

Timothy Wallace 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Hard as it may be to believe in these days of infectious greed and sabers unsheathed, scientists 

have discovered that the small, brave act of cooperating with another person, of choosing trust 

over cynicism, generosity over selfishness, makes the brain light up with quiet joy." 
          Natalie Angier 

 
 

 

~ 

 
 

The flowers today are given by Susan Gibson, 

in loving memory of her mother, Carol. 

 

~ 

 

 
 

 4 



LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 
November 22, 2015 

 

Join us for Hospitality in the Parlor (light refreshments & friendship). 

 
 

The Thrift Shop is open every Thursday 10-3 and the third Saturday of each month 10-2 (December 19).  

The Thrift Shop will also be open after church on Sunday, December 6,  

so you can shop for Christmas items! 

 
 

Revive, our young adult discussion group, meets on the third Sunday of each month at noon.  Please join 

us to reflect with your peers on scripture passages, the sermon and any other current topics of interest.  To 

stay up to date on future meeting times and locations, email rmgodzeno@gmail.com to be added to our 

email list, or check back here regularly. 

 

Volunteers are needed to host our hospitality hour after worship. A sign-up calendar is on a table in the 

parlor, and instructions are posted in the kitchen. Our hospitality chairs, Jan Fuechsel and Lynne Koellner, 

would be happy to answer any questions. 

 

Questions/Ideas for FCC?  The Prudential Council is a group of church members that meets on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. to make important decisions about our church.  The next meeting is 

November 11th.  All members are welcome to join us to learn about what's happening at FCC and let us 

know your questions/thoughts/ideas for FCC.  If you have feedback, but can't make the meeting, please feel 

free to get in touch with anyone who is on Prudential:  Wendy Avirgan, Steve Ayres, Lisa Bauerle, Peter 

Birch, Anne Firmender, Susan Gibson, Bob Godzeno, Rob Godzeno, Jean Meyer, Linda Peters, Pam 

Shadford, and David Vintinner. 
 

We welcome Children to our worship!  Children’s bulletins and pencils available; if you prefer, childcare 

for infants – 5 year-olds available during worship in the upstairs nursery with caregiver, Elfriede Mallin. 

An usher can direct you.   
 

Want to be informed of the latest goings on at First Congregational?  email fccstamford@gmail.com to 

join our church mailing list.  Also, we do have an e-mail prayer chain.  If you’d like to join this, please 

email us and request to be added to this list.   
 

FCC is on Facebook! (We’re at First Congregational Church of Stamford.) Check out our Facebook page 

for up-to-date information on what is happening around here!  While you’re at it, check out our webpage 

(www.fccstamford.org) for information on our history and ministries.   
 

Visit our Church Library, located across from the Parlor. 
 

Keep us informed! If you are ill or hospitalized or have any concerns call the church office or let the 

Deacons know (fccstamforddeacons@gmail.com). We would like to include you in our prayers and visit 

you!  
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 THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Gathered 1635 

Walton Place 

Stamford, Connecticut  06901 

Member of the United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

Today    

    Reign of Christ 

    Volunteers cook for New Covenant House 

 8:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal   

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary 

 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 

 
 

Monday        

 9:30 a.m.  Fusion Dance Class 
        
  

Wednesday   

 12:00 noon  Sanctuary Open for prayer and reflection (until 2:00 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m.  Rainbow Café—Room 309 
 

Thursday 

    Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

 12:00 noon  Worship Service 

 12:30 p.m.  Fellowship in the Parlor 
 1:00 p.m.  Thanksgiving Dinner served —Dining Room 

 

Friday   Church building and office closed 
    

Saturday 

 1:00 p.m.  Dining Room reserved 

 5:00 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved for wedding 
 

       

Next Sunday  First Sunday of Advent 

 8:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal   

 10:30 a.m.  Worship—Sanctuary 

 12:00 noon  Chapel reserved 

 12:30 p.m.  Sanctuary reserved 

  
  
 
 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Dining Room 

Overeaters Anonymous:  Monday-Friday, 12 noon—Room 309 

 Al-Anon:  Wednesday and Fridays, 12 noon—Room 308 

Anorexics and Bulimics Anonymous, Tuesdays, 12 noon—Room 308 

The church building and office are open weekdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 

 

Church Directory 
Ministers—All the people 

 Interim Senior Pastor—Rev. Susan Gibson 

Organist and Choir Director—Timothy Wallace 

Administrative Assistant—Peggy Kittle 

Phone:  203 323-0200; Fax:  203 348-2270 

Website:  www.fccstamford.org 
Email:  fccstamford@gmail.com 

fccstamforddeacons@gmail.com 
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